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Calling Home 
       

      Want to make an international call?  You have a few options… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2. Buy a phone card: 
Buying a phone card is often the cheapest way to make international phone calls, aside from the internet.  There are 

many kinds of phone cards purchased at many locations.  You often find international phone cards at convenience 

stores.  International phone cards usually have certain rates for regions of the world such as South America, Africa or 

Asia, so be sure to read the card instruction to learn the rates. You can also buy phone card online and you will 

receive your PIN number immediately.  
 

Phone Card Types 
 

 One-time Use – You pay a fixed amount of money. 

 Rechargeable – You can get a plan on your main phone where you can call at a much lower rate than when you 

call directly from your phone.  You can recharge the card online instead of having to go and buy a new card. You 

can buy a physical phone card at retailers such as CVS and convenient stores.  
 

How do I make the call?   
To make a call using a phone card, simply call the access number (located on the back of the card).  When prompted, 

enter the PIN number (the scratch off number).  Then enter 011 + the country code + 10 digit number you wish to 

call.  Keep in mind that these international phone cards often have large connection rates which can eat up your 

allowed minutes.  If you call and leave several messages, you will use your card much faster than if you call and 

connect one time and talk for an hour. 
 

 

3. Call from a cell phone: 
This can be more expensive than phone cards, but it is very convenient. 
 

How do I make the call?   

With most services, you must activate an international calling plan, usually costing around 

$3.99/month in addition to your normal coverage plan.  This lowers the per-minute rate when 

dialing internationally.  If your cell phone plan has unlimited minutes in the evening or on 

weekends, you can call the access number of a phone card from your cell phone. 
 

NOTE:  The additional per-minute cost varies by country, so visit your cell phone provider’s website or contact 

customer service center for exact costs. 

 

*International calling plans vary by provider.  Ask your sale representative or customer service center before 

purchasing a phone for specific instructions for that provider! 

Internet Phone Service Providers: 
Skype: 

www.skype.com 

Google Voice: 

www.google.com/voice 

Yahoo Voice: 

voice.yahoo.jajah.com/home/index.castle 

MagicJack: 

www.magicjack.com 

PC-Telephone: 

www.pc-telephone.com/pc-to-pc.htm 

1. Skype and other internet phone service providers: 

Skype, Google Voice, MagicJack etc. are software applications that 

allow users to make voice calls over the Internet. Calls to other users 

within the service are free. Some programs offer free calls to 

domestic landline telephones and mobile phones; others charge a 

small fee (starting around 2 cents/minute) using a debit-based user 

account system. The applications often include additional features 

such as instant messaging, international calling, file transfer, and 

video conferencing.  In order to use the software applications, you 

must become a registered user and download the application on to 

your computer or smart phone. 
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